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2nd AHOB2 Workshop
The British Museum, Sackler Rooms

March 26-27th, 2009

Thursday 26th March

10.00 Welcome from Chris Stringer and Nick Ashton

Session 1: The earliest occupation of Europe
Chair: Simon Lewis

10.10 Biogeography as a context for human
dispersal

J. van der Made

10.35 The European human fossil record and its
relevance to AHOB

C. Stringer

11.00 Coffee

11.20 Biostratigraphic and aminostratigraphic
constraints on the Middle Pleistocene
glacial succession in north Norfolk and its
relevance for Palaeolithic archaeology

R. Preece, S. Parfitt,
R. Coope, K. Penkman,
P. Ponel and J. Whittaker

11.45 The environment of early humans in
England: what the beetle saw

R. Coope

12.10 Early Middle Pleistocene Landscapes of
Suffolk: An Update on The Environmental
Archaeology of Flixton Quarry

B. Silva, I. Candy, J. Rose,
D. Schreve, M. White,
R. Coope, P. Schreve,
M. Lewis

12.35 Discussion

12.50 Lunch

Chair: John McNabb

13.50 Mapping the human record in the British
early Palaeolithic: Evidence from the
Solent River system

N. Ashton and R. Hosfield
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14.15 New results from the examination of cut-
marks on the human incisors from
Boxgrove (West Sussex, England)

S. Bello and S. Parfitt

14.40 Evidence of the first human settlements
during the Lower and Middle Pleistocene
in the alluvial formations of the Middle
Loire Basin (Région Centre – France)

J. Despriée, P. Voinchet,
H. Tissoux, J.-J. Bahain,
R. Gageonnet, J. Dépont,
G. Courcimault,
M.-H. Moncel, M. Arzarello,
S. Robin, C. Falguères,
S. Puaud, D. Moreno,
L. Marquer, E. Messager

15.05 Chronostratigraphical and
palaeoenvironmental approach of
Acheulean occupation in Northern France
(Somme, Seine and Yonne River valleys)

P. Antoine, P. Auguste,
J-J. Bahain, C. Chausse,
N. Limondin-Lozouet,
J-L. Loch and P. Voinchet

15:30 La Celle: one of the oldest Acheulean
settlements from Northern
France during an Interglacial period (MIS
11)

N. Limondin-Lozouet,
P. Antoine, E. Nicoud,
P. Auguste, J-J. Bahain,
J. Dabkowski, J. Dupéron,
M. Dupéron, C. Falguères,
B. Ghaleb, M-C. Jolly-Saad

15.55 Discussion

16:10 Tea break

Session: Poster and Demonstration 1
Chair: Nick Ashton

16:30 Pronounced climate warming during early
Middle Pleistocene interglacials:
investigating the mid-Brunhes event in
the British terrestrial sequence

I. Candy, B. Silva and
J. Rose

16.45 Palaeophylogeography of British Arvicola
(water vole) since the last glacial period

M. Ruddy

17.00 Geometric Morphometric Analysis of
Microtus remains: Preliminary Results

L. Killick

17.15 Discussion

17:30 Refreshments and buffet meal (details to follow)
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Friday 27th March

Session 2: The end of the Lower Palaeolithic, and the Middle
Palaeolithic revolution

Chair: John Stewart

10:00 Glacial Chronologies Spanning the Past
450 ka Around the Margins of the
Southern North Sea: implications for the
age of the Strait of Dover

S. Pawley, J. Rose,
K. Rijsdijk, T. van Dijk,
M. Bakker, P. Antoine,
F. Busschers

10.25 Living on the edge; a British view of the
European Early Middle Palaeolithic

B. Scott, N. Ashton and
C. Ryssaerts

10.50 Recent fieldwork at Kesselt-Op de Schans
(Limburg, Belgium): Preliminary results

A. Van Baelen and
P. Van Peer

11:15 Coffee

11.35 Early Palaeolithic occurrences in the Haine
region (Belgium). Some trends in lithic
technology

C. Ryssaert

12:00 Mammal associations in the Pleistocene of
Britain: implications of ecological niche
modelling

P.D. Polly, J. Eronen

12:25 Ebb and flow or regional extinctions? On
the character of Neandertal presence in
northwestern Europe

W. Roebroeks

12.50 Discussion

13:10 Lunch

Session 3: Cultural complexity and dating humans during and
at the end of the last glaciation
Chair: Andy Currant

14:10 Improving the radiocarbon dating of the
Middle to Upper Palaeolithic transition in
Europe

T. Higham and R. Jacobi

14:35 Humans and animals in the Lateglacial of
England and Wales

R. Jacobi and T. Higham
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15:00 Star Carr in the New Millennium: Recent
excavations

C. Conneller, N. Milner
and B. Taylor

15:25 Discussion

15:40 Tea break

Session: Poster and Demonstration 2
Chair: Chris Stringer

16:00 First record of human occupation during
the Eemian Interglacial in northern France
(Caours, Somme Basin)

P. Antoine, N. Limondin-
Lozouet, P. Auguste,
J-L. Locht, B. Galheb,
J-J. Bahain

16:15 Environments of Lateglacial human
occupation at Sproughton; occupation of a
bar surface and new work on the
laminated sediments.

R.S. Waghorne, I. Candy,
J. Rose, D. Schreve, R.
Jacobi, S. Armatage and
S.J. Booth

16:30 The AHOB2 Database D. Polly

16:45 Final Discussion

17:15 Meeting finishes
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First record of human occupation during the Eemian Interglacial in

northern France at Caours (Somme Basin)

Pierre Antoine1, Nicole Limondin-Lozouet1, Patrick Auguste2, Jean-Luc

Locht4, Bassam Galheb4 and Jean-Jacques Bahain5.

1. "Environnements quaternaires. Dynamiques naturelles et anthropisation", UMR CNRS
8591, Laboratoire de Géographie physique, 1 place A. Briand, F-92195 Meudon Cedex
France, E-mail : Pierre.Antoine@cnrs-bellevue.fr, limondin@bellevue.cnrs-bellevue.fr
2. ESA CNRS 8018, Préhistoire et Quaternaire, Université des Sciences et Technologies de
Lille, F-59 655 Villeneuve d'Ascq cedex. E-mail : Patrick.Auguste@univ-lille1.fr
Institut National de la Recherche en Archéologie préventive (INRAP), 517 rue Saint-Fuscien
80 000 Amiens,
4. GEOTOP, Universite du Quebec a Montreal, Case postale 8888, Sta. Centre-Ville, Montreal,
PQ.H3C 3P8 Canada. E-mail : ghaleb.bassam@uqam.ca
5. Institut de Paléontologie Humaine, Laboratoire de Préhistoire du Muséum National
d'Histoire Naturelle, UMR 6569 du CNRS, 1, rue René Panhard, F-75013 Paris. E-mail:
bahain@mnhn.fr, falguere@mnhn.fr,

The new investigation lead on the tufa deposit of the River Somme

basin, within the CNRS SITEP Program*, have allowed the discovery of a

new tufa sequence overlying an alluvial formation at Caours (Scardon

valley). The relative height of this alluvial formation above the modern

valley bedrock (+ 6m), indicates a low terrace position within the Somme

terrace system. The tufa sequence is separated from the underlying

periglacial alluvial gravels by fluvial calcareous silts overlain by a little

marshy soil then by a thin peat layer. The tufa formation itself is mainly

composed by paludal (marshy) soil faces showing numerous in situ

incrusted vegetal remains and travertine concretions (stromatolithes).

Downslope, looking to the present day valley the whole tufa formation

rapidly passes through typical fluvial facies including oncolithic sands and

large scale cross beddings. The tufa sequence and the upper part of the

underlying fluvial silts and marshy soil have provided an abundant

malacological fauna that allowed describing a climatic evolution

contemporaneous of the initial phases of an interglacial, followed by the a

climatic optimum (up to 70% of forest snails). The organic horizons located

at the base of the tufa sequence have also provided numerous large

mammals (Aurochs, Cervids) and rodent remains (Talpa europaea, Sorex cf.
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Mapping the human record in the British early Palaeolithic:

evidence from the Solent River system

Nick Ashton1 and Rob Hosfield2

1. Department of Prehistory and Europe, British Museum, Franks House, 56 Orsman Road,
London N1 5QJ, UK
2. Department of Archaeology, University of Reading, Whiteknights Box 226, Reading, RG6
6AB, UK

The lithic record from Solent River and its tributaries are re-examined

in the light of recent interpretations about the changing demography of

Britain during the Lower and Middle Palaeolithic. Existing models of the

terrace stratigraphies in each of the tributary areas are reviewed and the

corresponding archaeological record (specifically handaxes) for each terrace

is assessed in detail to provide models for the relative changes in human

occupation through time. The Bournemouth area is studied in more detail to

examine the effects of quarrying and urbanisation on collection history and

on the biases it introduces to the record. In addition, the effects of

reworking of artefacts from higher into lower terraces are assessed, and

shown to be a significant problem. Although there is very little absolute

dating available for the Solent area, a cautious interpretation of the results

from these analyses would suggest a pre-MIS 12 date for the first

appearance of humans, a peak in population between MIS 12 and 10, and a

decline in population during MIS 9 and 8. Due to poor contextual data and

small sample sizes, it is not clear when Levallois technology was introduced.

This record is compared and contrasted to that from the Thames Valley and

how the changing palaeogeography of Britain might have affected the

human occupation of these areas.

_________________________________________




